
Why Not Me?
The Journey That Changes

Everything Scholarship

As a university student, Tori Patterson saw international programs as “great for other
people”—not for a farmer’s daughter from rural Missouri who didn’t know anyone who
had ever traveled abroad. But one question – why not me? – and one short-term
program changed everything. Since then, she has visited more than 60 countries, lived
in 4, and built a career helping students experience the same life‑changing magic of
studying abroad. To celebrate her 20+ years of service to Magellan, the Why Not Me?:
The Journey That Changes Everything Scholarship will be awarded 3 times per year to a
deserving student from a U.S. Magellan member university.

Criteria
Be a student in good standing at a U.S. Magellan
institution and hold a minimum 2.5 GPA. Preference
given to those traveling abroad for the first time.

DEADLINES
March 1 (fall semester, academic year, or

short-term exchange) 
October 1 (spring semester) 

Decisions will be made shortly thereafter

AWARD
$350 (fall semester or academic year)

$350 (spring semester)
$300 (short-term program)

TO APPLY
Applicants must submit: 1) an essay (up to 1,500 words) OR
a video (3-5 minutes) addressing “A moment that sparked
my desire to study abroad, how it shapes my goals today,
and how I will inspire other students after my program” AND
2) one letter of reference from an academic or professional
referee. Email these to info@magellanexchange.org.
Applicants must also submit their completed Magellan
application by the scholarship deadline.

REQUIREMENTS
During and/or after the exchange, the scholarship recipient
must share their experiences with Magellan for the purpose
of inspiring future students. This could be a request for
photos/videos, an informal interview for a blog post, a social
media spotlight, etc. 


