
ACE Summer School
July 20th – 30th 2026





Professor David Tann 
Vice Provost (Technology) & 
Executive Dean of School of 
Architecture, Computing & 
Engineering





Monday 20th July
• Arrival and check in to accommodation.

Tuesday 21st July
AM:
• Welcome Ceremony
• Campus tours and welcome to London

PM: 
• Free Time



22nd July:

• Understanding Smart Cities and their 
characteristics.

• An overview of Big Data in Smart Cities 
Introduction to PySpark, its architecture, and its 
components 

• Hands-on exercise:
Setting up a PySpark cluster for Big Data 
processing



23rd July:

•   Working with PySpark Data Frames.
•   Data preparation and analysis techniques for
     PySpark.
•   Hands-on exercise: Working with Big Data using
     PySpark.



24th July:

• Introduction to data 
visualization and its 
importance for Smart Cities.

• Data visualization with 
Python libraries.

• Hands-on exercise: The 
visualization of Big Data 
using Python and PySpark.



25th and 26th July
Social Activities:
You will have a free weekend and the 
opportunity to visit cultural sites such as:

•The British Museum
•The IFS Cloud Cable Car (fly 90 metres 
above the River Thames) 
• The National Gallery. 
•Sky Garden Building 
• The Tower of London.
• Tate Modern 
• Visit to Oxford Street, Selfridges, 
Hyde Park Corner, Marble Arch 
• Visit to Buckingham Palace.



27th July:

•    Overview of cloud computing and its benefits for Smart Cities
• Introduction to major cloud service providers (AWS, Azure, etc.) 
and their services for Smart Cities
• Hands on exercise: Setting up an account with a cloud service    
provider and accessing their services



• In-depth exploration of cloud
      services and offerings for Smart Cities
      (e.g., loT, data analytics, machine learning).
•    Hands-on exercise: Implementing
      cloud services for Smart Cities.

28th July:
Cloud Computing for Smart Cities.
(10:00 – 12:30 and 13:30 – 15:00)



29th July:
• Farewell Ceremony and awards 

at UEL and farewell dinner in 
London

30th July:
• Departures



Student Testimonials:
“I had the privilege of attending the ACE Summer School at 
UEL, and it was truly an amazing and enriching experience. 
The programme gave me the opportunity to learn so much, 
even in areas I had no prior background in. The lecturers were 
incredibly collaborative, supportive, and approachable, and 
they explained concepts in computer science and cloud 
computing in a clear and engaging way. Despite starting with 
zero experience, I felt encouraged and confident throughout 
the course. I would highly recommend the ACE Summer 
School to any future UEL students looking for an inspiring and 
educational experience.”

Mariam Botros, Egypt



Student Testimonials:

“Attending the ACE Summer School in London was an incredibly 
enriching experience. As a computer science student from Egypt, 
I learned a great deal from meeting the supportive staff, exploring 
career options, and experiencing the city of London itself. Coming 
from Egypt, the programme helped me gain clarity and 
confidence in planning my future and career. I would highly 
recommend the ACE Summer School to anyone seeking a truly 
life-changing opportunity, and I hope to build my future here in 
London.”

John Hany Mikhail Kamel, Egypt



The deadline for students to confirm 
their place on the programme is Friday 
24th April 2026. 

20th July – 30th July :   £1800
Please note: A 20% deposit is required 
to secure a place on the Summer School 
programme

NOTE: Airport Transfer is via Public Transport.

acesummerschool@uel.ac.uk
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